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Precepts Christian Academy
“And I will walk at liberty, for I seek Your precepts.” (Psalm 119:12)
Precepts Christian Academy (PCA) teaches students to put forth the intellectual effort necessary to discover and internalize Biblical precepts. This Law of God, written upon the heart and acted upon, brings forth the fruit of liberty into our world.
It is our goal to bring each student into relationship with Jesus Christ. High academic and behavioral standards follow as each student learns to “bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5, KJV). Beginning in preschool, our students learn self-control, a respect for their own property as well as the property of others, and a high standard of Christian conduct. Self-government, private property, and Christian character are necessary for a free society.
As a Christian school, we recognize a need to unite with others with the common purpose of rebuilding the moral foundations of our nation. This means we need to know our nation’s history and the principles upon which our country was built, something that has not been taught in our schools for over a hundred years. For this reason, we offer tuition assistance to those families who are in agreement with our philosophy and method of education but are struggling to meet the financial costs.
Precepts Christian Academy consists of a Preschool Reading Class, an Elementary school that serves students through the fifth grade, a Middle School that includes sixth through eighth grade, and a High School that incorporates ninth through twelfth grade. The Academy also offers individual courses to homeschool students including our music and drama program. Because we have limited space, it is recommended that you register early to secure your child’s place. To register, call Debbie Hargrave at 208-320-3428.






PRINCIPLE APPROACH
PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION

There are seven basic principles listed in Rosalie J. Slater’s book Teaching and Learning America’s Christian History. These seven principles form the philosophical foundation of Precepts Christian Academy.

I. God’s Principle of Individuality
II. The Christian Principle of Self-Government
III. America’s Heritage of Christian Character
IV. Conscience is the most Sacred of All Property
V. The Christian Form of Our Government
VI. How the Seed of Local Self-Government is Planted
VII. The Christian Principle of American Political Union
 the
These principles nest into and build upon each other and are applicable in the home, church, school, and nation. For example, the first principle requires that each student is responsible for his own workspace, property and behavior. This also reflects the second and fourth principles. Individuality also allows each student to dress in the style that he or she chooses (within fixed boundaries) rather than uniforms, with the principle of love overruling.

The principle of self-government promotes the concept of classroom constitutions. Each student is required to control his own behavior, to be accountable for his own actions, and responsible for his own assignments. No one is to be blamed or to receive the consequences for someone else’s lack of internal self-government.

Christian Character expands to include faith and steadfastness; brotherly love and Christian care; diligence and industry; and liberty of conscience.  Work builds character as well as benefiting many others with the product of that work.  A desire to work hard at school raises the standard of the other . students’ performance as well as producing the character of perseverance in the individual.

Each person’s conscience, his most valuable property, must be guarded by obeying the truths of God’s Word. This principle of property expands to include the responsibility of each student for his own property. His papers as filed in his notebook will be the fruit  of his diligent labor.  He will also be taught to respect the property of others.

The fifth principle is based upon the reasonable concepts of the moral law and the gospel and how that influenced the form of our government. The study and application of this concept to our government today will be a foundation in each student’s life in facing the world and its political outworking. This will be practiced in the school by the writing and signing of individual classroom constitutions by the teachers and students.

The sixth principle expounds the ways we can influence out culture through proper thinking and education; by demonstrating an active love and concern for family, the church, and the school community, and the local community; and by sharing time, labor, and other resources. Students will be encouraged to know the issues of local, state, and national government and to become involved in making an impact for Christ.

The principle of voluntary union is exemplified by the fact that we are all working together to educate our children at Precepts Christian Academy. As parents, we are voluntarily united to the school, so we uphold the rules and principles of the school.  Even though disagreements may arise, we are freely united as members of the school. No high school student is to be coerced to attend Precepts Christian Academy.

METHOD

The Principle Approach method of learning Biblical precepts is called “The 4 Rs”:
1. RESEARCH God’s word to identify basic principles of a subject (Luke 1:1-4).
2. REASON from these principles to their identification in the subjects of the curriculum (Isaiah 1:18).
3. RELATE these Biblical principles to each student (James 1:25).
4. RECORD the individual application of the principles (John 21:24-25}.

The Bible will be a source book for all subjects. The teacher will first “4 R” the subject, and then the student will develop his or her own notebook.  Since the notebook will be the permanent product of the student, a high standard will be required in penmanship, grammar, spelling, and accuracy.
ALETHEIA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

Albion Christian College (ACC) was formed in 2008. Supported by a board of experienced and influential men and women from across the country, Randy and Diane Davis began to teach courses with a wholistic method of study that integrates the truths of God’s word with college academics.  In 2009 Albion was renamed Aletheia, meaning “Truth”, and after spending several years in Twin Falls, the school moved its campus to Jerome, Idaho, the center of the Magic Valley. Aletheia Christian College (ACC) is registered as a proprietary school with the State of Idaho and is pursuing accreditation as part of its long-term goals.

ACC offers a major in elementary education.  Dr. Diane Davis, a professor of education at ACC, is Supervisor of Instruction at Precepts Christian Academy. Students enrolled in ACC’s education program will receive training at Precepts under the supervision of Dr. Davis and Precepts’ teachers.

For more information about Aletheia Christian College, check the website, www.aletheiachristian.com. 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

“And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart; you shall teach them diligently to your children and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when yourise up.  You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”  Deuteronomy 6: 6-9, NKJV

Precepts Christian Academy is a Christian school. The Latin phrase in loco parentis or in place of the parents, shows the flow of authority from the parents to the teachers.  God has given the authority to teach children to the parents, not the state.  When enrolling a child in Precepts Christian Academy, the teachers join with the parents in educating the child.

DISCIPLINE: Proper school conduct can be obtained through using preventative and corrective discipline. Preventative discipline takes place in the home, the parents’ attitudes toward the school, and the school’s standards. Parents who support the rules and guidelines set forth will see the benefit in their student’s life.  Preventative discipline is encouraged through the preparation of the teacher.  When academic subjects are exciting to a teacher who has taken time to be properly prepared, students will be drawn into the subject.

Preventative discipline also includes the construction of classroom constitutions.  The reasoning behind basic school rules such as raising hands to speak or sitting up straight will be included in the introductory class.  Each student will be expected to display the self-government to obey the rules that they will write and sign in the constitution. Praise for obeying classroom rules will be employed liberally.

ALL SCHOOL RULES

1. NO GUM	
2. Respect school and other students’ property.
3. Be respectful to everyone.
4. BE KIND!
5. NO CELL PHONES or other electronic equipment.  If needed for a class, they must be checked in with the teacher at the beginning of the day.

HALLWAY RULES

1. Be quiet in the halls. Noise is distracting to students in the classrooms. 
2. Stay in your designated areas.
3. NO RUNNING unless an activity is directed by a teacher.
4. Place coats, shoes, and backpacks neatly in their proper areas.
5. If it is raining or muddy outside, take your shoes off and leave them at the door. You may bring slippers or an extra pair of socks for wet days.

RECESS RULES

1. When dismissed for recess, go quietly and immediately.
2. Use the restroom quickly and quietly before going out.
3. No going into the kitchen for a drink of water.
4. Once outside, do not come back in without a teacher’s permission.
5. Stay in the designated play areas. 
6. Stay away from windows if classes are taking place.
7. No wrestling, karate, kicking, punching, tickling, etc.
8. No unkind or rude speech including name-calling.
9. No disrespect of teachers, parents, or other students.
10. Respect your own and other people’s property.
11. Put playground equipment back when recess ends.
12. Leave muddy shoes and boots in designated areas. Do NOT track mud in the hallway.

Corrective discipline will be LOSS OF PRIVILEGES such as recess or participation in fun activities. Children will be encouraged to pray and to sit quietly until they regain their self-control, and then they will be encouraged to participate again. If a child is frequently disruptive, a conference with parents will be requested by the teacher(s).  If a solution is not found, the student will be suspended and/or possibly expelled from the school.

When a student is caught cheating, the following consequences can follow upon the discretion of the teacher: a 0 for the assignment or test, requirement to re-do the assignment or test and receive only 50% of the score, or an F for the quarter.

Suspension from school will be given for fighting, destructive and improper use of property, defiance, or any other harmful or destructive behavior.

Grounds for immediate expulsion from school are: 
1. Possession of tobacco, alcohol, narcotics, or other harmful substances.
2. Possession of guns, explosives, or other deadly weapons.
3. Use of any object in the injury of another person.
4. Improper, unbiblical talk or behavior including improper sexual talk or behavior.

DATING OR PAIRING OFF AS COUPLES

While parents may have different views regarding teenage dating, pairing off of couples on school grounds is not acceptable. Singling out a boy or girl for special attention serves as a distraction from our educational purposes, and it has the potential to ruin friendships and create division among the students. Instead, we encourage friendships among all the students with a Godly love being the overarching principle. Violation of this rule may ultimately result in being suspended or expelled from Precepts.

DRESS: Students are to be modest, clean and neat in their dress and grooming. No tight-fitting clothing, bare shoulders, or low-cut blouses, or bare midriffs. T-shirts must have appropriate wording and pictures for a Christian school. Jewelry, hairstyles, or make-up that draws attention to the student and away from the educational process is not acceptable.

SCHOOL SAFETY: If administration thinks it necessary for school safety, the doors of the building will be locked. Anyone desiring entrance into the building must call the teacher’s cell phone or administration, and a staff member will open the door. 

If there are circumstances that require a lockdown, the police will be called from cell phones in each teacher’s possession.

PARENTAL VISITS: Parents are welcome in the classroom to observe at any time.  A chair will be available for visitors. However, no conferences with the teacher may disrupt class time. If parents desire a meeting with the teacher, please make an appointment after school hours.

If at any time the parents become concerned about something that happened in the classroom, no critical statements about the teacher or another student shall be made in the presence of any student. Rather, as we are instructed in Matthew 15:15-18, request a private conference with the teacher and discuss and pray with the teacher about the concern.  Then, if the concern is not resolved, a conference may be requested with the parents, teacher, and an ACC board member.  

ABSENCES AND TARDIES:	 Arriving at school on time is important.  Classes begin promptly at 8:30.  A student’s late arrival may be a disruption to the rest of the class. Eighteen unexcused absences may prevent a student from being promoted to the next grade. No refunds on tuition are made because of absences.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS are permitted only 9 absences per semester. Any appeal concerning absences after 9 must be made in writing.

SCHOOL DAY:  The doors of the school will be open at 8:00 a.m. Please do not drop your children off before then. The morning block ends at 12:00 p.m. for preschool and elementary school and 11:30 for the rest of the school.  For full-time students, the school day ends at 3:00 p.m. Please make sure your child/children are picked up directly after school.

ILLNESS:  For the welfare of your child and others in the school, all children who are sick must be kept at home.  When the student is well enough to participate in a normal school day, please send him to school with proper outdoor attire. Students participate in outdoor activities each day, weather permitting. Only a note from home concerning illness is excuse for staying indoors.

PRESCRIPTION OR OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATION: No medication will be dispensed to any student without parent’s written permission.  If you want any medication available to your child, you must come to the teacher and leave written permission and instructions.
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